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House Bill 843 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)
By: Representatives Riley of the 50", Battles of the 15", Greene of the 151, Maxwell of the
17", Buckner of the 137", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to retirement and
pensions, so as to change certain provisions to ensure compliance with federal laws and
regulations; to change provisions relative to maximum allowable benefits; to provide that
certain employees shall have no right to receive as cash certain employer paid employee

contributions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to retirement and pensions, is
amended by revising Code Section 47-1-82, relating to maximum benefit limited to that
allowed by federal law, nonannuity benefit, reduction, and adjustments, as follows:
"47-1-82.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this title to the contrary, the maximum annual

additions and maximum benefit payable to any active or retired member or beneficiary of

a public retirement or pension system subject to this title shall be limited to such extent as

may be necessary to conform to the requirements of subsections (b) and (c) of Section 415

of the federal Internal Revenue Code for a qualified retirement plan.
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119 SECTION 2.

120 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 47-1-83, relating to maximum
121 permissible amount under Section 415(b) of federal Internal Revenue Code and adjustments,
122 as follows:

123 "47-1-83.

124 In accordance with subsection (a) of the federal Treasury Requlation Section 1.401-6, in

125 the event of a termination or partial termination of a public retirement or pension system,

126 amember's accrued benefit as of the date of such termination or partial termination, to the

127 extent then funded, shall be nonforfeitable and fully vested under federal Internal Revenue

128 Code requirements.
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SECTION 3.

Said title is further amended in Code Section 47-6-60, relating to employee contributions to

the Georgia Legislative Retirement System, payment of employee contributions on behalf
of the member, and additional contributions, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:

“(0) _The employee contributions described in this chapter that are paid by the employer

are intended to be pick-up contributions in accordance with Section 414(h) of the federal

Internal Revenue Code. Such contributions are mandatory, and no member is entitled

under any circumstances to receive such contributions in cash in lieu of having them

contributed to the retirement system. Such contributions shall be 100 percent vested for

all purposes under the retirement system.”

SECTION 4.
Said title is further amended in Code Section 47-23-80, relating to contributions by superior
court judges and district attorneys to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System and employer

contributions, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:
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170 "(e) The employee contributions described in this chapter that are paid by the employer are

171 intended to be pick-up contributions in accordance with Section 414(h) of the federal

172 Internal Revenue Code. Such contributions are mandatory, and no member is entitled

173 under any circumstances to receive such contributions in cash in lieu of having them

174 contributed to the retirement system. Such contributions shall be 100 percent vested for

175 all purposes under the retirement system.”

176 SECTION 5.

177 Said title is further amended in Code Section 47-23-81, relating to contributions by judges
178 and solicitors-general of state courts to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System, employer
179 contributions, and reports required, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:

180 ”(e) The employee contributions described in this chapter that are paid by the employer are

181 intended to be pick-up contributions in accordance with Section 414(h) of the federal

182 Internal Revenue Code. Such contributions are mandatory, and no member is entitled

183 under any circumstances to receive such contributions in cash in lieu of having them

184 contributed to the retirement system. Such contributions shall be 100 percent vested for

185 all purposes under the retirement system.”

186 SECTION 6.

187  Said title is further amended in Code Section 47-23-82, relating to contributions by juvenile
188 court judges to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System, employer contributions, and reports
189 required, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:

190 “(e) The employee contributions described in this chapter that are paid by the employer are

191 intended to be pick-up contributions in accordance with Section 414(h) of the federal

192 Internal Revenue Code. Such contributions are mandatory, and no member is entitled

193 under any circumstances to receive such contributions in cash in lieu of having them

194 contributed to the retirement system. Such contributions shall be 100 percent vested for

195 all purposes under the retirement system.”

196 SECTION 7.

197  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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