




KEN WILLIS 
Page 2 

 

WORK HISTORY 

 
KWI COMMUNICATIONS          2004-present 
Chairman 
Built a top Georgia-Based PR firm with an employee population of 45. Directed major client strategy and business 
development efforts that have successfully attracted numerous high-profile clients.  Developed a high performing, 
engaged team by focusing on individual strengths and investing in employee development.  
 
PORTER NOVELLI           2007-2009  
Senior Consultant (concurrent contract role) 
Account Manager for technology retailers such as Best Buy. Supported the business in the early adoption and launch of 
smart phone technology to their retail offerings, providing them with a competitive advantage.  
 
FLEISHMAN-HILLARD           2006-2007 
Senior Vice President  
Key role in integrating the Cingular PR operations and staffing into AT&T post-merger.  Instrumental in the planning and 
PR strategy to successfully launch the new I-phone, ensuring the visibility of the AT&T brand with this iconic technology.  

 
GCI GROUP            1994-2004 
President of the Americas 
President of Atlanta Office 
Started and built the Atlanta office of this international top 10 PR subsidiary of Grey Advertising to capitalize on the 
international interest of Atlanta during the 1996 Olympics. Grew the office from the ground up into the largest PR firm in 
the Southeast. Promoted to President of the Americas overseeing a dozen offices in North America and Mexico. Clients 
included Georgia Pacific, IBM, Shaw Industries, MedTronic, and Coca Cola. 
 
HILL AND KNOWLTON            1996-1984 
Senior Vice President 
Key role in establishing a national brand reputation for client IBM Educational Systems in the K-12 market.  
 
U.S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES          1985-1987 
Administrative Assistant (Chief of Staff) – concurrent role 
Chief of Staff to Congressman Pat Swindall. Set up infrastructure and office operations; managed the formulation of 
policy positions. 
 

JOURNALISM EXPERIENCE 

 
ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITUTION 
Investigative Journalist - Reporter/Editor 
 
MACON TELEGRAPH 
Reporter 
 

EDUCATION 

 
University of Georgia 
Journalism Major and Editor of the Red and Black 
 
 



State Senator Michael “Doc” Rhett 

District 33 

 

Author of the following signed bills: 

SB 15, Free weapon carry permit for disabled retired law enforcement officers 

SB 31, Liability support for law enforcement rescue of children and pets in hot locked cars 

HB 79, Protect seeing impaired parent’s child custody rights 

SB 202 & HB 206, Increase personal allowance for members in nursing homes on Medicaid 

Senator Rhett is member of the following senate committees: 

Senate Judiciary, Senate Finance, Senate Veteran Military & Homeland Security, Senate Higher 

Education Committee 

Education 

Doctorate Degree: University of Georgia, Associate Degree: Community College of the United States Air 

Force, Bachelor’s Degree: State University of New York, Master’s Degree: University of Central 

Oklahoma, Specialist’s Degree: Georgia State University 

Biography 

Senator Rhett is a retired Master Sergeant in the United States Air Force Reserves. He managed 

personnel, prepared young people for leadership and worked as a training instructor. As part of his 

25 plus years of enlisted service, he has received the United States Air Force Meritorious Service Medal. 

In his civilian life, Senator Rhett worked as a Vocational, Educational and Instructional Coordinator at 

Jefferson Place and City of Refuge. (Atlanta) The organizations gave homeless men and battered 

homeless women a second chance at life by creating a curriculum that emphasizes vocational and 

personal development. Combining classes about job seeking skills, basic computer skills, and co-

facilitating substance abuse recovery classes, students are able to find housing, jobs, and open a new bank 

account with Capitol City Bank.  

The organizations are located in the city of Atlanta’s English Avenue “Bluff” Community. Each week 

they went into the local metro jails recruited ex-offenders and enrolled them as students in Senator Rhett’s 

program. 

Currently, he works for the Cobb County School System teaching in the Adult Education Program. 

Senator Rhett teaches adult literacy, and GED exam preparation classes. 

Senator Rhett served as the Jr. Vice Commander of American Legion Post 296. He has served as a 

member on various community committees including the Cobb County NAACP, Cobb County SCLC, 

and the Cobb County Commission of the Children & Youth. Senator Rhett is a trustee for Turner Chapel 

AME Church in Marietta, Georgia.  




