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WHEREAS: 	Urgent Care centers across Georgia provide timely, accessible medical care for individuals needing immediate, non-emergency attention, serving as a crucial bridge between primary care providers and hospital emergency departments; and

WHEREAS:	Georgia is home to more than 500 Urgent Care centers—spanning independent, corporate, and hospital-affiliated operators—that deliver care with professionalism, efficiency, and compassion to communities statewide; and

WHEREAS:	These centers play a significant role in supporting Georgia’s healthcare workforce and are often equipped with essential onsite services such as diagnostic imaging and laboratory testing. Many operate seven days a week and maintain extended hours, offering thousands of hours of accessible care each year; and

WHEREAS:	During the COVID-19 pandemic, Urgent Care providers met extraordinary demand by offering widespread testing, triage, and ongoing patient support, relieving pressure on emergency departments and helping ensure continuity of care under exceptional strain; and

WHEREAS:	Urgent Care continues to serve as a critical part of Georgia’s healthcare safety net—particularly where access is limited by geography, time constraints, or provider shortages—and faces ongoing challenges, including fair and sustainable reimbursement, access to diagnostic resources, workforce stability, and regulatory clarity; now

THEREFORE:	I, BRIAN P. KEMP, Governor of the State of Georgia, do hereby proclaim January 14th, 2026, as URGENT CARE APPRECIATION DAY in Georgia.

In witness thereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Executive Department to be affixed this 15th day of December in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Five.

