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House Bill 495 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)
By: Representatives Crowe of the 110", Wiedower of the 119", Williams of the 145", and
Hitchens of the 161*

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 35 and Article 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 42 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding the Georgia
Bureau of Investigation and the Sexual Offender Registration Review Board, respectively,
S0 as to revise the duties of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the Sexual Offender
Registration Review Board relative to the board's determination of a sexual offender’s risk
assessment classification; to provide for definitions; to provide for certain investigators; to

provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Acrticle 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 35 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the
general provisions regarding the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, is amended by revising
paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of Code Section 35-3-4, relating to powers and duties of
bureau generally, as follows:

"(15)(A) Upon request, provide to the board an analysis of criminal history record

information to Aecetite—¢
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classification in accordance with the board's duties as specified in Code Section

42-1-14ncluting, butnettimitedto, obtaining:

(B) As used in this paragraph, the term:
(i) 'Board' means the Sexual Offender Registration Review Board.
(i1) 'Criminal history record information' has the same meaning as set forth in Code
Section 35-3-30.

(i11) 'Risk assessment classification' means the level into which a sexual offender is

placed based on the board's assessment.
€ (iv) 'Sexual offender' has the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 42-1-12;

and”

SECTION 2.
Article 2 of Chapter 1 of Title 42 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the
Sexual Offender Registration Review Board, is amended by adding a new paragraph to
subsection (a) of Code Section 42-1-12, relating to the State Sexual Offender Registry, to

read as follows:

H. B. 495
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’(9.1) 'Criminal history record information' shall have the same meaning as set forth in
Code Section 35-3-30."

SECTION 3.

Said article shall further be amended by revising subsections (b) and (c) of Code Section
42-1-13, relating to Sexual Offender Registration Review Board, composition, appointment,

administration and duties, and immunity from liability, as follows:

“(b) The board shall be attached to the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities for administrative purposes and, provided there is adequate
funding, shall:
(1) Exercise its quasi-judicial, rule-making, or policy-making functions independently
of the department and without approval or control of the department;
(2) Prepare its budget, if any, and submit its budgetary requests, if any, through the
department; and
(3) Hire its own personnel, including, but not limited to, administrative personnel and
clinical evaluators.

(c)(1) The board shall acquire, collect, and analyze information, including, but not

limited to, criminal history record information, in determining a sexual offender's risk

assessment as provided for under Code Section 42-1-14.

(2) The board may employ investigators under the board's administration and supervision

to complete the duties provided for under paragraph (1) of this subsection. The Georgia

Bureau of Investigation shall maintain at least one position under the bureau's

administration and supervision which shall facilitate the provision of summarized

criminal history record information to the board from the Georgia Crime Information

Center and the National Crime Information Center Anry-trvestigater-who,asefJdune-36;
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SECTION 4.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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