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Senate Bill 386
By: Senators Albers of the 56th, McKoon of the 29th, Hufstetler of the 52nd, Millar of the
40th, Harper of the 7th and others

AS PASSED
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Code Section 15-6-3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to terms
of court, so as to change the terms of court for the Superior Court of Bartow County; to
amend Articles 3 and 10 of Chapter 11 of Title 9, Article 3 of Chapter 10 of Title 15, and
Chapter 4 of Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to pleadings,
motions and forms, civil proceedings in magistrate court, and garnishment proceedings,
respectively, so as to provide for redacted information in certain filings; to provide for
exceptions and filings under seal; to provide for correction of unredacted information; to
provide for protective orders; to provide for references lists; to provide for waivers; to
provide for form conformity; to provide for cross-references; to provide for related matters;
to provide for effective dates and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Code Section 15-6-3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to terms of court,
is amended by revising subparagraph (A) of paragraph (9) as follows:
"(A) Bartow County — First Monday in February, ant-Atgust—foturth-Montday-in
Aptitand-third-Monday-in-October May, August, and November.”

SECTION 2.
Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
pleadings and motions, is amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"9-11-7.1.

(a) Redacted filings. Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this Code section

or unless the court orders otherwise, a filing with the court that contains a social security

number, taxpayer identification number, financial account number, or birth date shall

include only:
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(1) The last four digits of a social security number;

(2) The last four digits of a taxpayer identification number;

(3) The last four digits of a financial account number; and

(4) _The year of an individual's birth.

(b) Garnishment. A summons of garnishment that is filed with a court shall only include

the last four digits of the defendant's social security number, taxpayer identification

number, or financial account number; provided, however, that the plaintiff shall provide

the defendant's full social security number, taxpayer identification number, or financial

account number, if reasonably available to the plaintiff, on the copies of the summons of

garnishment served on the garnishee and defendant.

(c) Exemptions from redaction requirement. Subsection (a) of this Code section shall

not apply to the following:

(1) A financial account number that identifies property allegedly subject to forfeiture in

a civil forfeiture proceeding;

(2) The official record of an administrative or agency proceeding;

(3) The official record of a court or tribunal in another case or proceeding;

(4) A filing made in a probate court; and

(5) A filing made under seal as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section.

(d) Filings made under seal. The court may order that a filing be made under seal

without redaction. The court may later unseal the filing or order the filer to file a redacted

version for the public record. A filer may petition the court to file an unredacted filing

under seal. The court shall retain all filings made under seal as part of the record.

(e) Correction of unredacted information. An inadvertent failure to redact information

which is required to be redacted shall be a curable defect and shall not preclude a document

from being filed with the court. The court may order an unredacted filing be sealed and

may also order that a redacted version of the same filing be filed for the public record.

(f)_Protective orders. For good cause, the court may:

(1) Order a filing which contains additional personal or confidential information, other

than the information required to be redacted pursuant to this Code section, be sealed and

may also order that a redacted version of the same filing be filed for the public record:;

and

(2) Limit or prohibit a nonparty's remote electronic access to a document filed with the

court.

(a) Option for reference list. A filing that contains redacted information may be filed

together with a reference list that identifies each item of redacted information and specifies

an appropriate identifier that uniquely corresponds to each item listed. Such reference list
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shall be filed under seal and may be amended as of right. Any reference in a civil action

to a listed identifier shall be construed to refer to the corresponding item of information.

(h) Waiver of protected identifiers. A filer waives the protections provided by

subsection (a) of this Code section to the extent that he or she makes his or her own filing

without redaction and not under seal.”

SECTION 3.
Article 10 of Chapter 11 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
forms, is amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 9-11-133, relating to forms
meeting requirements for civil case filings and disposition, as follows:
“(a) The forms set out in subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this Code section or forms

substantially similar to such forms are shall be sufficient to meet the requirements for civil

case filing and disposition forms; provided, however, that the general civil case filing

information form and domestic relations case filing information form shall be required to

contain an acknowledgment by the filer that the complaint and any exhibits or other

attachments satisfy the redaction requirements of Code Section 9-11-7.1. The civil case
forms set out in Exhibit F of the 'Report and Recommendations of the 1997-1998 Court

Filings Committee' published by the State Bar of Georgia and dated May 15, 1998, are

substantially similar to the forms set out in this Code section.”

SECTION 4.
Acrticle 3 of Chapter 10 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
civil proceedings in magistrate court, isamended by revising Code Section 15-10-42, relating
to the Civil Practice Act being inapplicable to magistrate courts, as follows:
"15-10-42.
Except as provided in subsection (g) of Code Sections 15-10-43 and 15-10-50, proceedings
Proceedings in the magistrate court shall not be subject to Chapter 11 of Title 9, the

v

‘Georgia Civil Practice Act.

SECTION 5.
Said article is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 15-10-53, relating
to filing documents by electronic means, as follows:
"(b) Any pleading or document filed electronically shall be in a format prescribed by the

court and shall comply with Code Section 15-10-54."

SECTION 6.

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

S. B. 386
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95  "15-10-54.

96 (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this Code section or unless the court

97 orders otherwise, a filing with the court that contains a social security number, taxpayer

98 identification number, financial account number, or birth date:

99 (1) The last four digits of a social security number;
100 (2) The last four digits of a taxpayer identification number;
101 (3) The last four digits of a financial account number; and

102 (4) The year of an individual's birth.

103 (b) A summons of garnishment that is filed with the court shall only include the last four

104 diqits of the defendant's social security number, taxpayer identification number, or financial

105 account number; provided, however, that the plaintiff shall provide the defendant's full

106 social security number, taxpayer identification number, or financial account number, if

107 reasonably available to the plaintiff, on the copies of the summons of garnishment served

108 on the garnishee and defendant.

109 (c) Subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply to the following:

110 (1) The official record of an administrative or agency proceeding:
111 (2) The official record of a court or tribunal in another case or proceeding; and
112 (3) A filing made under seal as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section.

113 (d) The court may order that a filing be made under seal without redaction. The court may

114 later unseal the filing or order the filer to file a redacted version for the public record. A

115 filer may petition the court to file an unredacted filing under seal. The court shall retain

116 all filings made under seal as part of the record.

117 (e) An inadvertent failure to redact information which is required to be redacted shall be

118 a curable defect and shall not preclude a document from being filed with the court. The

119 court may order an unredacted filing be sealed and may also order that a redacted version

120 of the same filing be filed for the public record.

121 (f)_For good cause, the court may:

122 (1) Order a filing which contains additional personal or confidential information, other
123 than the information required to be redacted pursuant to this Code section, be sealed and
124 may also order that a redacted version of the same filing be filed for the public record;
125 and

126 (2) Limit or prohibit a nonparty's remote electronic access to a document filed with the
127 court.

128 (g) A filing that contains redacted information may be filed together with a reference list

129 that identifies each item of redacted information and specifies an appropriate identifier that

130 uniquely corresponds to each item listed. Such reference list shall be filed under seal and
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may be amended as of right. Any reference in a civil action to a listed identifier shall be

construed to refer to the corresponding item of information.

(h) A filer waives the protections provided by subsection (a) of this Code section to the

extent that he or she makes his or her own filing without redaction and not under seal.”

SECTION 7.

Chapter 4 of Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to garnishment

proceedings, isamended by revising subsections (h) and (i) of Code Section 18-4-20, relating

to property subject to garnishment generally, claim amount, and social security number on

summons, as follows:

"(h) The summons of garnishment, including a summons of continuing garnishment, may

shall on its face set forth;+Hknrown; the social security number of the defendant to the

extent it is reasonably available to the plaintiff; provided, however, that if such summons

is filed with a court, the court filing shall be redacted in accordance with Code Section

9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable. The defendant's full social security number shall be

made known to the garnishee and defendant in accordance with Code Section 9-11-7.1 or

15-10-54, as applicable, to the extent such information is reasonably available to the

plaintiff.

(1)(1) A summons of garnishment upon a financial institution, or an attachment thereto,
shall state with particularity all of the following information, to the extent reasonably

available to the plaintiff:

tH(A) The name of the defendant, and, to the extent such would reasonably enable the
garnishee to properly respond to the summons, all known configurations, nicknames,
aliases, former or maiden names, trade names, or variations thereof;

2)(B) The service address and the current addresses of the defendant and, to the extent
such would reasonably enable the garnishee to properly respond to the summons of
garnishment and such is reasonably available to the plaintiff, the past addresses of the
defendant;

3)(C) The social security number or federal tax identification number of the

defendant; provided, however, that if such summons is filed with a court, the court

filing shall be redacted in accordance with Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as

applicable. The defendant's full social security number or federal tax identification

number shall be made known to the garnishee and defendant in accordance with Code

Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable, to the extent such information is

reasonably available to the plaintiff; and

4)(D) Account, identification, or tracking numbers krown-ot-stuspecteeby reasonably
available to the plaintiff to—be used by the garnishee in the identification or
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167 administration of the defendant's funds or property; provided, however, that if such
168 summons is filed with a court, the court filing shall be redacted in accordance with
169 Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable. The defendant's account,
170 identification, or tracking numbers shall be made known to the garnishee and defendant
171 in accordance with Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable, to the extent such
172 information is reasonably available to the plaintiff.

173 (2) A misspelling of any information required by paragtaph-(1)er{2)-of this subsection,
174 other than the surname of a natural person defendant, shall not invalidate a summons of
175 garnishment, so long as such information is not misleading in a search of the garnishee's

176 records.”

177 SECTION 8.
178 Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraphs (2) and (7) of Code Section 18-4-66,
179 relating to forms for postjudgment garnishment, as follows:

180 "(2) Summons of garnishment.

181 IN THE COURT OF COUNTY
182 STATE OF GEORGIA

183

184 Plaintiff

185

186 V.

187

188

189 Defendant

190 Last four digits of social
191 Seetat security number
192

193

194 Garnishee

195

196

197 Address

Civil action

File no.

N’ N’ N N N N N N N N N N N N N
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SUMMONS OF GARNISHMENT

To: Garnishee

Amount claimed due by plaintiff $

(To be completed by plaintiff)

Plus court costs due on the summons $

(To be completed by the clerk)

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to hold immediately all property, money, wages,
except what is exempt, belonging to the defendant, or debts owed to the defendant named
above at the time of service of this summons and between the time of service of this
summons and the time of making your garnishee answer. Not sooner than 30 days but
not later than 45 days after you are served with this summons, you are commanded to file
your garnishee answer in writing with the clerk of this court and serve a copy upon the
plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney named below. Money or other property subject to this
summons should be delivered to the court with your garnishee answer. Should you fail
to file a garnishee answer to this summons, a judgment will be rendered against you for
the amount the plaintiff claims due by the defendant.

Witness the Honorable , Judge of said Court.

This day of :

Clerk,
Court of County

Plaintiff's attorney

Address

Service perfected on garnishee, this day of :

Deputy marshal, sheriff,
or constable”

"(7) Attachment to summons of garnishment upon a financial institution.

IN THE COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
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Plaintiff

Defendant

Other known names
of Defendant

Current and past

addresses of Defendant

Last four digits of social

Seetat security number
or federal tax
identification number
of Defendant

Last four digits of account

Account or identification
numbers of Defendant

used by Garnishee

Other allegations

Garnishee

N’ N’ N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

N—r
X
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264 SECTION 9.
265 Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (2) of Code Section 18-4-118, relating

266 to forms for continuing garnishment, as follows:

267 "(2) Summons of continuing garnishment.

268 INTHE  COURT OF COUNTY
269 STATE OF GEORGIA

270 )

271 Plaintiff )

272 )

273 V. ) Civil action

274 ) Fileno.

275 )

276 Defendant )

277 Last four digits of social )

278 Seetat security number )

279 )

280 )

281 Garnishee )

282 )

283 )

284 Address )

285 SUMMONS OF CONTINUING GARNISHMENT
286 To: Garnishee

287 Amount claimed due by plaintiff $
288 (To be completed by plaintiff)

289 Plus court costs due on this summons $

290 (To be completed by clerk)
291 YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to hold immediately all property, money, wages,

292 except what is exempt, belonging to the defendant, or debts owed to the defendant named

293 above at the time of service of this summons and between the time of service of this

294 summons to and including the one hundred seventy-ninth day thereafter. Not later than

295 45 days after you are served with this summons, you are commanded to file your

296 garnishee answer in writing with the clerk of this court and serve a copy upon the plaintiff
S. B. 386
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or his attorney named below. This garnishee answer shall state what property, money,
and wages, except what is exempt, belonging to the defendant, or debts owed to the
defendant, you hold or owe at the time of service of this summons and between the time
of such service and the time of making your first garnishee answer. Thereafter, you are
required to file further garnishee answers no later than 45 days after your last garnishee
answer. Every further garnishee answer shall state what property, money, and wages,
except what is exempt, belonging to the defendant, or debts owed to the defendant, you
hold or owe at and from the time of the last garnishee answer to the time of the current
garnishee answer. The last garnishee answer required by this summons shall be filed no
later than the one hundred ninety-fifth day after you receive this summons. Money or
other property admitted in a garnishee answer to be subject to continuing garnishment
shall be delivered to the court with your garnishee answers. Should you fail to file
garnishee answers as required by this summons, a judgment will be rendered against you
for the amount the plaintiff claims due by the defendant.

Witness the Honorable , Judge of said Court.

This day of ,

Clerk,
Court of County

Plaintiff's attorney

Address

Service perfected on garnishee, this day of :

Deputy marshal, sheriff,

or constable”

SECTION 10.

Section 1 of this Act shall become effective on January 1, 2015. Sections 2 through 9 of this
Act shall become effective on July 1, 2014, and shall apply to any filings made on or after

such date.

SECTION 11.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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